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Endogenous antioxidant molecular mechanism via methionine metabolism

WANG Zhengxuan, YANG Lin"
(School of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Harbin Institute of Technology ,Harbin 150001, China)

Abstract; Methionine is a sulfur-containing essential amino acid, which plays a unique role in protein composition
and metabolism. Methionine has an endogenous antioxidant effect: on the one hand, methionine exerts endogenous
antioxidant effect through redox reaction under the catalysis of methionine sulfoxide reductase (MSR) ; on the other
hand, methionine can enhance endogenous antioxidant capacity through metabolic pathways (e.g., GSH synthesis
and Nrf2 antioxidant pathway). However, there is currently a lack of comprehensive and in-depth research reports
on the molecular mechanism of antioxidant activity of methionine. Therefore, based on the methionine metabolism
this review summarized the molecular mechanisms of methionine in promoting GSH synthesis, activating MSR
antioxidant system, and regulating Nrf2 antioxidant pathway. The relationship among the GSH synthesis, MSR, and
Nrf2 antioxidant system was elaborated. This review can provide theoretical reference for a comprehensive
understanding of the endogenous antioxidant molecular mechanism of methionine.
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S — R I B B I A RGR AR . LA B IE ROS %
BUPE T — & N SR AP AR &R Az
E2 - #1 & A F 2 ( Nuclear factor-erythroid 2-related
factor 2, Nrf2) $i & AL 1A & | 8 2 R W0 i 5 g
( Methionine sulfoxide reductase, MSR) $T & b R 4t
DL B BEH K ( Glutathione, GSH) & -S04, A
RO PG UA A N BOIRZS  ZE 7R N SRR TR

B,

1 HARE 56

EARBRIENT W SRARERZ —, R HZA
Ve A B A R 2 LR, A 2R 11 T 25 R A
BRI P R & 45 5 R AR R L IR R 1
THR AR, AR A S T A S e
FEUTT LR T 2 R 45 F R AE AR 1 T A
BREE,

TG, R H B 4 5 I Reh kK HE E
AR AR AR = A 5K AR
B A AV E TR B BTG U E . EERR T
UG R S L S B 1 = S 017 8 SO 915 N )
FAERZ —, M THAREARM S, BAAA BT =
o3 2 R AR AR B AR B 1 Y B K N, H
AR =07 Z — P R B SR He W] REAAAE T i
FM, X EER M 2Rk A — R AR AR 1 B TE
AL, A % ROS Bk, ST R, AW
A B K E7E B L BE —tRNA (transfer RNA | tRNA) 5
INTE RS G i R v R B O AR

HUR WA 2 1 TG R IR B B A Ry
MERT . SR 2R FAX A W 1 B R 4
iR, I HR RN A Y N-H BEL 8 e i)
T A [RIRER DI RE . R TRl A AR AT,
X LU ZA MR R AT o Bt J B B ok | 3R W SR R
TE B0 R IR B Be A& 454 1, T AS J2 78 2R 1 BT 45
et

2 AR

AR & e T Al F5 T B A Ak
Il W AR R T ek YAt I B % Tt Y R
WAL S - i W A R, 9Kl ik YRR B S g
(Methionine adenosyltransferase, MAT) ¥4 S—H¢
AR 2R TPk | i Jm ad g S—It s e Db i vl 3t
IR TSR R ] e S P 5 T R AR
21 EEBREMER

AR o A 2l R iR A R S B

AR AE R 2R I e R AN S — i [) 8 2 e 2
IR 7K f# B ( S-Adenosyl-L-HomocysteineHydrolase ,
SAHH) Y FI R Al i 7] B 2 e 2R, B IS 721 e =
2 B-& M ( Cystathionine beta-synthase, CBS) i fk
T, RV BRI b 2 R 5 22 2 W2 ( Serine, Ser) 4 & A
JBERR B ( Cystathionine ) "' SR J5 e Bk 7E 2 e 20 RR
2467 [ ( Cystathionine in cysteine lyase, CTH) ffE{L
TR E E R ( Cysteine, Cys) o~ il T 7% Mg
( a-ketobutyrate ) FlIZ ( Ammonia) , 2R A FE &
AR RS R (W 1) .

) B 2 e 2= R 5% Ak o bt 2 R 2 A al
gt DRI AR SR T LA AR 2 e R, (2
PR FRABEF AL N ERIR X578 7 WA A
5, AITEE AR AR T F IR — M A
A TE R LR , SR T > e 22 R 15 A A RE 9 Ab EH R
Bz, IR TE R GSH & MUt e = W2
JrTENR VR R R

MAT SAHH
Met =t SAM/S AH st Homocysteine

CBS

Cystathionine
a-Ketobutyrate

E1 ZEREEMEGERUEIMEBNTE

Fig. 1 Process of methionine converting into

cysteine via the transsulfuration pathway

2.2 ERERABHEE

HAMANBIR BRI R0, 150, A8
SR AT AL A S A Ak =22 18] B4 70 IC 28 5 JE 22,
Mudd FR) 28 - IFTE2e 1, [ B4 e 28 P T 21k
G A P A I T R T I
B /bt B RERE AT A TR I ] 25 >4 e 2R ft 1)
B I, WA A Qi S B B
SRR, [ B e R it 1) T Al , ik —22 00
A, DAL B I A QI e e n] BB h SR H R
R A LR BEAT IR R, o, R R
RS Tl 1) AT B B S 1) RS BS e  R T
B S-IRH AR PRI , IX B R 17 S E IR AL 58
R DL DR HE AT S — i B B 20 R A= i 5 LK
S-SR PR IR n] A e it B — 5 M 0 AL AL T
70, AT AR DAy . P 5 DY S I R a0 i g ) A A A
FITET DR, RR AR SRR T LM R ik AR, O L
el KRR o



553 1

FIENE, 55 55T 8 A BRAC R A9 IR 48 A 23T B 151

T3 A TRAS AT LUE i A A A T IR A
WFTER A, % B A A 7 A~ D 2 R LU T 45 1
GSH Ayt A2 rhke 25 S 2 P AR . A v 1) SR A
O 4T e 0t B I P e A FH L B e A T H IR
I, X T REE T DERRIE B W 4T 3K 1B A S
Y E LR SRS BB S R

3 EARPTALIIRE

BARE P ERNLTHEAER, 2 5EN
F G B RIS, 02 GSH & BUsURL Y bk 280 iR 119 3= %2
R, WEFRRI, EZRTER N B A M ROS,
PP AL B 18R R DL B B 9 52 48 A 4000 1Y
PRI,
3 EEREESRTINEERBRELRS

WE5E 2 W], 25 0 T VF 2 2 A IR Bk ik B 32
ROS Fréaf, JF HiX 8 AL i 1Y 25 1 B2 7 Ak
I o T B R R B R AR IR e R
FRIRELXT ROS R I 5UR% 1 B # ROS A AL iR &
JiZ VAR, ( Methionine sulfoxide, MetO) , 2K 1M 25 Z IR
BRI I S T3 1), AT DB AR S 1 2 R A
S A R S B AR

TR AR A i Tl AR AR 32 ol 2 R AN
FitF2H R, e 40 46 2 20 R S AGE JL B A ( Methionine
sulfoxide reductase, MsrA ) F1 45 2 2 WA 16 J5L i B
( Methionine sulfoxide reductase, MstB) " ¥E8 4
R pk ROS ALt FEH, Met MBI T 5 48045 5 E i
MetO, M THLE T A TG RIRAEE R MetO
2510 5 F K R-MetO Fl S-MetO, 7E MsrA f fi# 1L
T, S-MetO #4557 Pk I 8 2L, M R -MetO N
AZZ R AHCTE MstB BAEAL T, R-MetO #4755
WJF LR Z R, 1 S—MetO WA ZE W, 75 H R
R E S i Y AL, B ROS 4K Y MetO LT
AR e e iR W RS B 1 R B R ( Nicotinamide
adenine dinucleotide phosphate, NADPH) it Ji &
Met. , Kt Met 5 MetO Z [01JE 1 1 48463 Ji 2 i
PRI, JF BAE S — N EER b #R 2IHAE S5 5 1) ROS,
A RIS BR A ROS, 180 Ak N 0™ B an il
TR N R B A 1 7 A R AR P A Y
SKIELI7

AR MsrA Fl MsrB H A7 AH [7] (4 3 47 22 1R i )i
IRE AR BN TR W e S T P i 2H L 41
SENL AL S T AR 257 . MsrA FE7E TERLIA |
JL SRR A b AR IE N 58 F . AR, MsrB2
1 MsrB3 FEAEAEFH L P RIE, Hrp MsrB2 7775

TR R, T MstB3 A2 3 T Y 5T R 2k A
HlBT AN MisrA Il MseB 734 JFU 5 1Y) 2K 202 1
i v B 58 e AN TR O AL PR g, P MseA i
1k S-MetO i JF YRR E L MstB fiEfk R-MetO if )&
FIZAR s 1000 175, 2 W] MsrA 7] fE7E MSR Hiafbik
APEFEFEH, CAEWREN HTEEEAR,
A DMEiE MSR 263k, #E i 2> ROS RS,
3.2 EHRERREH GSH &M

HAMEHAK(GSH) Bl M EZE H i) & i
& Z M NIRRT A T, GSH J& —Fh =
K, Ko 4 o0 y-L -4 &k 3 - L -2 e & B H =0,
ET AW AL, SRR EERNIEE
FTRR B , o] LAY B iR 32 AL . GSH fE
J AR AT A% T 1 e B e R FESMIE PR
Yrid i g B b R AR, GSH Byt A Ak D he
FE A M H KT A kW B ( Glutathione
peroxidase, GPx) LI W SE R, 24 GSH #{ & 1k
AL TS I H K ( GSSG) I, 2080 i AL S R BG
i A S E ALY, T GSSG N3l i GSSG i J5
fiife NADPH B9/E H 6 il GSH, It GSH 5
GSSG Z [RIJE W T 48 Ak 38 DR 4G 24 , JHL AT 1 42 o ) 422
IS BRI PR ROS, THBRALIA P i et A Ak
A FACU R LA B B Lk ML P9 45 28 A2 9 43 1 1Y)
AL,

GSH & B4 AW it 8, 1562 Cys A &R
( Glutamicacid, Glu) 7€ GCL WAL T B y-7 2 Ik
& R, Bl )5 £ GSH & A i ( Glutathione
synthase, GS) IYER, v-4% 2 It e 2 /R A1 Gly &
B GSH, BRI, GCL 1E4 GSH & B 155 —FR
SR, HOH P 0 s AR GSH & i 8 ELAT e A
FH L8R GCL BTG M X2 3] Cys /KA I $5 , B
K Cys T LA ST GCL 3, ek GSH &k, A
PR 8 1 B R AR G L B Cys, AT LI GCL 364, 2
#E GSH & %, KA e B S IR 7E $2 1= Cys /KT 14 [
B, R T GCL 1G 1, fE i 5 £ GSH i & AL, iF
s THUASTERE S . AR GSH &
B (LA 2) o

MAT . CBS .
Met ————Homocysteine———> Cysteine
SAHH CTH
Glu GCL
(GCLM,GCLC)
""" GS
'r GSH | \ 7-Glu-Cys
Gly

B2 ZSERRE#E GSH &BHMERE
Fig. 2 Process of methionine promoting GSH

synthesis
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3.3 ESES5 N2 IEX RS

Nrf2 J2 4 i A B B FP A DG B T -, 2 2
TSR I A X R Y . N2 JE 5 S H AR
R JCAF ( Antioxidant response element, ARE) A H./E
FH W0 B A AR G A 25 Tl Y 3%, TE AN AL 1Y) By
PR b KR B EAE A

Kelch # 35 % 5 W 5e A & 8 H 1 ( Kelch-like
ECH-associated protein 1, Keapl) J&3& T2 R %L
Cullin 3 ( Ubiquitin Ligase Cullin 3, Cul3) AT T
B RERS VAT Nef2 16, TETCNLMAEIF T Keapl 5
BT Nef2 255 R HE Nef2 72 A0 FN 2R 1 A
WA, B ER AL AW I GEH 2 R A ) B0
A (ROS) B}, Keapl/Cul3 B A YIZ R E3 iE 1
WP RE N2 ZR19E80E . S FRUE 1Y Nef2 72 41 i
B R BT 2 T W HT A ML L GSH 5 A5
KL iz 8 F AR SR i R ik, WF5E R B, th T
Keapl { B 2212 i B AR AL A% 1% 2, TG % Fh
I SR, PRI Keap 34 R AR hy S840 70 532 L K1Y
(5

Nif2 it 5 ARE #9AH B A R e 25 R i R
PR VRN TR 0 2R354 0 1k R B B
NEER N IR A B, 2 Nif2 5 ARE AHE
VEFR R A0 AL G 32 Z AR y-43 e e = iR
& W ( y-glutamyl cysteine synthetase, y-GCS) i
Ak A W ( Catalase, CAT) # & Ak ¥ I 1k 1
( Superoxide Dismutase, SOD) | Il 41 2% % & i ( Heme
oxygenase-1, HO-1) 55 17 11 AH #2535 240 & 45 bk
H K S ¥ #% 1 ( Glutathione-S-transferases, GST) . i
A AL 5 1 (NAD (P ) H-quinone oxidoreductase 1,
NQO1) %

W2, R E X Nef2-ARE 3 5 30s 2 1
HEFEF O AR R A S AL B, Nef2 38 ) ST
L5 ARE SX3h B9 M AL 7y TRy Rk, ™
R NIRRT AL BT R G, A R i O
Nrf2 3 %, AT A 2042 5 CAT SOD  HO-1 il GPx
AT P AR 3R . A, Nef2 BT 138 T GCLC,
GCLM F1 GS ik , Wi BE— A2 303 A IR AR DE H Ik
B AL, Lu 0 ZEF A microRNA 3 5 25 2 B2 10
(it g rp R B, Nef2 3 B X e B AR A2 E GSHL & 1
AAHRZERHEEN, EQRZHE N2 - ARE 8@
%, R GSH & B LA ROS 77 A S804k 17 Y ¢
B,

3.4 ERBEABIXT Nrf2 #iE 5 MSR R

W R AR AT Nif2-ARE HUs fbil
B2 T Nef2-ARE 38 H 4 B0 8 R R AL
I T A AT Y A A R IS o 2 20 1R S 17T B L 5 Wi

THEARFEIASE, BT A7 R 2 R BE U8 M3 MsrA
M MstB 95> F 25, XEWRE RN EZARE S
B ROS &4k, T BE AR WK T, 1 25 = R
SRR RT BEAE Ry — b 2 Ak TG PR B 48 A B 1
A5, 1M Wang 25 A5 4, MsrA  MsrB2 F1 MsrB3
S FRIRKT5 Nef2 A% 2 2 [0 4 5] 2 5835 5
5, IEAFERAIE T W A0 B, Nef2 (9 34005 1T g
JEHI MSR Rk H—AIF K,

— 5 ANE AR, [F) A bk R T
AEZ 5 Nif2 - ARE 38 #% 080G | PR I m] 289 2 e 200R
7P AR RN G i 2 8] 1 oy B AR G B, A BT aE AR
W, #b 70 2 A R e % (2 1 A G A T 4 i P FE Ak 1Y
KA, SRR R EC 2 2 B M AR R AR AR R
il Je GSH = Ak /b, TEFGmiik 2, CBS F1 CTH
AR 2 e R 2 AL e I R 1) o 7 2 7= A i Ak
2 (H,S) , 1 H,S B T A S HA B A AE S8, ik 7]
DIl i P25 Keapl MRS ALIK T, 98055 Keapl X
Nrf2 B4R VE T, A2 00 Nef2 % 2 40 M A%, 30
Nif2-ARE i b7 2 2002 0 A 2] ¥4 CBS
FICTH AYFRA , fE 2 [R] 50 4 e 0 A A 3 s iy A= Bl
PR LA T4 0 GSH 5 H,S'™2Y | Kt R
PR T LA 3d ik % Bl ik 42 7 AR Y H, S IS Nif2-ARE
STifi%

HARYHRE A0, BARARLRAR 25 T i F
TR S 1) = PN IR PR BT AR AL, E= 5
FRF AR AR i B 4 1 X R A B AL
HURIA A REAFSE . Bl BHE 0 & R A A5 18 K3
Pt 42 A 2 R A 1 IR AR SR 4R 41E T BT I 5T
FARE R BEGE ™ e BE 4 24 FN 2 1 4 2R 1
SERt B R 2 1) 5 o R A R A A T IR
AW, T i A R AR i 2 S H = b Ak
PR S5 S5 DAL BERE AR 2B S Al DA e 3
KT HE AL B F B, UG B S R A& AN
H i, X 2 2 R AR 8 2 1 Pt A S A C R
B AR5 DT 490, DA T B 4 T R B R N e 3L i 7 2 TR
ARG i Bt Ak 2 T HILA , by B 08 1 1 A
KBRS AT B AR R

i LTk, |ERYTE L T AL (WLE 3) .
(1) FEZ R 0T DLl o 5 ik 4% , 76 MAT . SAHH ,CBS
A CTH BPEFT A Bk e 22 , #E i fie i#F GSH 1Y
H L (2) EARYE ROS FALEA R NG , 7R 4K
R WA GA IR B ( MsrBs 8Y MsrA) EFH T X ik Ji
R EIR , RAR S 52 R WY & E AL A
PRI DL EHEHAE ROS; (3) A2 MR Al LU Nef2 58
B DETIHE AN Nef2/ ARE 825 19 F 35 50 21k A o6 3
Rk, iE—2 LR AE .
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Fig.3 Molecular regulation pathways of methionine antioxidant

4 HRgLJRER

NER TR B AR & - T AR
WO AR AR AN IR il R e M E GSH A LA K%
I Nef2 A0 B EE . R mRE T A S
SR JFUR N 4 R MSR 2k, [R]BH 7R 56 A s A4
THRARE Cys 2 GSH A R, 1M 28 20 W 4% A i ™=
YIRS U Nef2 PUAIbE B, M 2 = GCL.GS LA
K MSR ik, it—C s NIRHPT R L/E R . %R
AIRPUAAI 7 F IR DEAT T — 2 LR,
ST R AR BUEAT I I E R T —E
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PR () NIRRT S AL o T HIL
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