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Review on circular RNA with protein-coding ability in eukaryotes

WANG Cong, ZHAO Jian, SONG Xiaofeng "
(College of Automation Engineering, Nanjing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Nanjing 210006, China)

Abstract ; Circular RNA (circRNA) is a type of endogenous RNA widely expressed in eukaryotic cells, which is
formed by back-splicing of pre-RNA without 5’cap and 3’tail. circRNA has long been considered to be without
coding ability, for it cannot encode protein and just regulates gene expression as microRNA sponge. However, with
more and more research results on circRNA over the years, a small number of circRNAs has been proved able to
encode protein or peptides in cap—independent manner. These proteins or peptide have been shown to play a vital
role in cellular processes. This paper reviews the current circRNA research, and summarizes some bioinformatics
methods related to circRNA protein coding ability.
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(Internal Ribosome Entry Site, IRES) A T.4fi A JE
RNA WS J5 1%, K LI 2R N TR ) 3R 2 RNA
LAY B TR A IR,

— ELLOR  FAE RNA A AN BE S 5 25 115,
e — 25 OB AR dn % RNA, 0 5w A A
microRNA JE#EFERI LIk o SR, A A & A9 mT S fith
HHIE RNA 19 H BLERF AT iR M B 2 A 7E
PIEPER) AT 4 i 8 ERE RNA, 2015 4F Chen 45 A
XFAZEINIE RNA 1 gmARE 14T 1404, A BAH 24
ZHIIMIE RNA 5 A B 3 FUs g T e , Il i
R A I S 5 21 S AR L R TR RNA
1F 2017 4, Ivano %% A\ 3@ 33 northern blot | it 3 3 A
ST IEIAIE T M9 RNA ( cire-ZNF609 ) RE 1 4 % i
FIBT, DT I 45 AL 20 i 3 5, OF B3R IR 1% P
RNA fJHE #1135 X ( Un-translated region, UTR) £ 7E
IRES £5#4"°1, Yang 45 A T A | 53 45
KT Cire-FBXWT HEMS 4 % 5 A 2 98 A bl
HIHI K 9 2 11 FBXW7-185aa'©!, Zhang %5 A 1 3iF
T cire-SHPRH fE %% % 7% 37 A & 11 i SHPRH-
146aa, 1% 25 1 AE 95 410 61 ¥ 20 5 B i & AT
2018 4F- Zhang 55 NIBEUE T cire-PINT BEWS 4 i
BUZE 11 PINT87aa, 3 il 2 Fil g i PR % St A it
2019 4 Liang ZF N ZFL T circB-catenin HE % 2 i 4>
BT H B-Catenin-370aa, 45 Wnt/B EHEHES
R, Heesch % AFECHEAIZH & B 40 Fh3FE
RNA R # #3%, H b 6 A 78 B3k £ 1 v 15 3
BHIE

el EE &k REIERIZ RNA 4l H
fR SRS, oIk Y 3 R R BT S R B RNA 19 TF
T SEHE ( Open reading frame , ORF) | £ 45 T 5 4%
S B (Junction site) FIE B, HAT FF L 6 2 HE A FR
J& RNA WA 2 ith 2 (1 BT TS 7E RE T 5 AR A= 015 B
SR TR RNA AR A5 6 5 9 S Ao A i
AL A5 (Internal ribosome entry site, IRES) 25 #4), 4l
Rt — A 3 BN 7 52 55 ik TRES 4544 /Y
T 1 5 O SR TREIN %) 58] B P o) S 457, T
DN HCRT B Bt 4 2 1 B 91 et B i A ( MS ) 42
RIGUESE A FFE RNA BRI B RR e /NIK R Be
Q2RAT MESZ XA TE RNA S 26 115

2 IJE RNA Zahd 8 HAH S JH =P

FEFERIZH, mRNA S 6% X114 6 i 25 05 7 b SR
FEL RS T 22, SR, X FFRJE RNA, BRI
NG5, LG X 1) S U 2 8 7 A ik PR A P i o
AIRETELE W2 )5, i X K E T fER T

P RNA H &, BLAh, HRIRES R, IR RNA R
5° vl F- 4544, PR I TV R I - 45 R 4R SE AR
AL LR R ER (1, 17 Ak 2 =l MRS fr P S B R
WEPLHI g 8L . IRES JefR/E b —B: RNA (NEB)T
G 0] B SERIRSE G, N RNA YR 4 5
H A, KL IRES JofE AT Lk P/ JE RNA g fish 85 11 1)
AR A2 —, m AW IEAEIE R RNA 8 B
[ SR JE A M, L BT AR 19 46 7 3 T VB R IRES JT
KB RNA BEEEE 1, B tm® A HY 56 Akt ] W04
¥ RNA dafib 85 I bad . BRI, LUK A g X
BT B M R 1 B Bl 7 T A R A RNA G i
H AR ST BLE
2.1 IRF RNA Hh4%0%E B X8 #0183 #L]

I RNA G i 2 11 10 S e S & b A A —
FE K T 52 HE (ORF) o JF 5 15 52 4E 2 48 DA
EIRHIL T (AUG) JTHR , 45 T4 1% 1 (UAA,
UAG, UGA) I — B 22 L )75 ,, i T3+
B R E AN, RNA 730 AT g = Fh il bel 152
HE e 1 BRI A0 AR DA 1 9% 08— s R 2, T
4 RNA JFHI G B2 BRBE T AN W7 E A | 38 31 28 11 25 15
FHRIFELAE, SR, X FHIE RNA X — 2 BUERR 1
FRER RNA G LA T A [A] . ANl T 4Pk mRNA, ¥R
JE RNA 119 FF ) 1352 4 W] Rl 25 6 52 1) BY 2 067 A5
(Junction site) , FF i 5] EAE 7] BELE IR IE RNA — J&]
o H I KL 2 R TFIME RNA A5 Ht R
TFHC I EAE B R E RNA A 0] RE w2 115,
22 MEBZEEMEFENAC S (IRES) T SHHFE

RNA K ERERIF R IBHH

RNA 114 BH 12862 45 7T 43 Sy M 44K 0 38 28 Al A
S R R T Py =X SR R RORSR FE E EKSE 5 Y
B TS5 3 SR 06 T 2 & W FIAZ PR W 5 76 i
TR T HIEE BT B RNA 5 40 S AOBHA T 3L 45 4
UK SRR LR, T R AR B AL o IRES A
SR BRI & TR Ky, oA i U E
P ROVE ] HAEH5E 40 S AZMHAT H 5 RNA 45
AL kg sh BEa f . Rk, REFHIE RNA J&—
ANAIRGER A 5 I TF2548 , (AR RNA 1T LLiE
3 R IRES JoFE IR 8 5 e e

it TR R FRIE RNA N K Z #0554 IRES
Jof, IF HACH B IRES #i529K 3 T3 JE RNA 1Y
Bkt 00, IRES LIS 50 UF Ay 28 T B i
XU fsz ~F-S12 55 , 38 5fift FH 2O 3R Bl BORLAE R 24, 7
H 52 UTR KAH ARFI T 51, WA o 6 K i ik
$ETt ER ¢ U 7 3 B IRES 161, IRES Jff
ANAE 57 AEFHPE X (5 Un-translated region, UTR)
HorAi 16 CDS [X ) 3° UTR X [A]BEFEAE IRES JC
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PR IEH, BRI BLR A 10% 19 A 2% mRNA 1
5’ UTR X & A IRES Joff, #JE RNA KRZRIE T
mRNA (5, KA 2 98 28l AR A A > — 564
AL RNA &4 IRES Joff, —ekil, A IRES
TCIFEEFIERIE RNA FRATT A (R B i 5 A
JRRYRE ST, N IRES JCFBEAS 1 S22 A I 35 5
FLE5 G NS S B
2.3 mA(N°) FENEIHIENAIIRF RNA #iF

Hl

N LA ML JE R E RNA (B IG . N°
HEAb M, BIBR 2 6 5 N & 2E Sk s i ok
PF, B m®A, mCA & B A0 B T R — B
RNA FIEAbBMGE 0 % i d vl A B LA
FLFF (Consensus motif) J&“RRm°ACH” , i R & A
G, H & A, CHE UM™S ) mCATE 30 dEgw i X
(UTR) i 1+ 5 YTHDF1 75 H 45 &, #2558 &k
L8] sRfT FE 5° UTR X, m® A il 3f YTHDF2 4H
A F AL, 2 3 R 08 4 M B R R
YTHDF3 i& B 5 MR AR B AEHIfE 3 mRNA (1)
B0,

LR ME mRNA H AR A4 4 0 1 B, SR N PR
RNA MBI AR ML 58 2 AR, BB AR 9 R
FIBIPER IR B elF4 A WHTG D elF4E 4565 5°
BF25H, eIF4AG R UL EH IR 4h B A WAL 25 T 75 2
SRR AR IR R ARG DL —
I LK R W] eIFAG2 5 elF3A 4540 5 me A
MRS A HE, Yang % A5 1T circRNA-m°A-
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ORF il

PhastCons

Phyiop® | FOURFHENE |
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seq ( m® AP G RE L TTIE BN B )7 ) 1 52 50 F-
BAESZIEMERIE RNA & A K& i m® A B 17
AR ANVRRE 0 B R W, mC A MBI 280 Hh BRAE
elF4G2 S5 s, iE , 1B T 9 5 ] RE A7 75 B3 [R] %)
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JE RNA B0, KAH 13% 382 RNA f7 78
m® AR, Rtk A m AR FRE RNA
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SES it e
3.1 4REIBERIFFE RNA BT E

O A I FE RNA MR KSR . (1)
T C TN ERIE RNA (14 FF 5 Be EAE | HLAA TRk S AE
MIFRIE RNA WA 4t 2 (5 A BE T 5 (2) XTHT
LI SR ) PP B AR S R AT T (3) il ad — e B
A THI g5 555 (4) AW E B2 n 5k
AT HHAM IR RNA HOZ B AL IRES 25445 (5)
BEEMI T m  AMBH AT, (6) 254 ribo-seq $UH,
18 TRNA 2B, LBRVCHD Pk RNA 305, 25
HIE RNA #2355 PEfE b ribo-seq B , 584 Hi
HEEIE RNA SEAT 7 B0 (7) AR 1500 A JF ik )
TS 5 S 1) B 2 057 4, TOUI EL T B g D ) A R
JPA 3 i i3 R I ( MS) $EOR 56 IR 2 S A
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Fig.1 Flow chart pipeline for predicting protein-coding circRNAs
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ORF i Ml 4k 4 &£ % A ORFfinder, ORF
Investigator, ORF Predictor 1 ORFik, ORFfinder +&
—ANEITE AT T H, 0T R 4% P i AR 51 Aok T
—E K BT T A, 30 7E O B R
TEAEF, Hi it BLAST R 45 2578 Ki0d 2 rh A 2%
HHEIRIFF, ORF Investigator /&3& T perl ii 5 9’5
(AR | REfS A R IR B AH N 2 L8R 7 51 9 ORF Jf:
BTN e AT A B B S R AR, I AE T 4
TR EE T AT & IR REAE T 5 [RI AT 42 )5 H T, A
M EBAAZ R 22 751 . ORF Predictor 18 JH 4 fif A [F]
ORF & XM G, B8 R MR IR B0 T I R 8120k
B TEERMEN . 1E R 5 SMabRIE, E1E 5 AE B
PEIX (UTR) 48 R & 1k % % F, ORFik &
Bioconductor 1A R 4, FH F - & FF il 158] 152 HE 22 I
i BT — 107 H AR SRIERH ORF (& BRI, SR,
I RNA G PR EE R, TR e S52AE R A% 125 4
SALE, GeA—JE DAL, BT DA 2 T BARAS KGE A 38
JE RNA FF 5 BRISEAE A F0 , 75 22 H gy S8
3.3 IRES Wil TEREXEIEE

H R IRES JoF ) T2 844 RSS! |
VIPS'?*) | IRESpred'**! #1 IRESfinder **', H |
IRSS il VIPS i@ it 5 .40 IRES B9 2 25 #4 2E 17 4
LB E X, 75 1 AR 5 51 4 IRES J6 44 1) 8 15
IRESpred i i+ 37 45 ] & /LA HY | 44 10 75 A1 40 g
IRES JUFY 35 FRRAE , Hor 27 FiRpE 25 T I 7
51 5°UTR X 5/NIEEEAZME A TR 45 & T Re k3
fARIEFE T UTR X B 75 AN 25 # FR1E . IRESfinder
IS SCHREGIE " i 583 4N IRES JCF#EAT HL A% =
N, 2t 10 22 LEHIE, ROC #IZ 7 #1hY AUC
HikF) T 0.825, Hir, VIPS 58 4103 IRES —2¢
SERPEAT HOXT  H S B R IRES HA 44, H
AT A 88K IRESfinder 5& T 7 41 4% A0F 9 i 77 7E
IRES Joiryml et , #6ii H T2 RNA 1 IRES 1Y
SR

HAi ik & IRES Jo 4 iy $c 4l JE 2 2 A
IRESdb' >*! | IRESite' **! Fl Rfam'*"’, IRESdb 4
T 2002 4, 24T 30 4~k A EERY IRES F150 4
e F B A% 400 IRES A% mRNA {5 5., IRESite 44
F 2005 4F, BARZEE T 125 4~ IRES #5115 &, ok
H 43 NH M 70 > H A% mRNA, Rfam Y& T
IRES_RhPV, IRES_cyp24al B2 H) IRES, $#44E
THRIFHEEEN S SCEREIM A B . LA IRES %X
P FECR AR B AR L A i, H AT E S E R IRES JC
PFE A R LA I

3.4 m°A Bl TRREXEEE

A FET 750 W0 m® A B4 A 0 A B 3 2
5  SRAMP ( Sequence-based RNA
methylation site predictor)'*'. SRAMP k& = F it
PUARMRIP 4G (B T AL E 7r 2648 AT K 4B
Bordedn BT RH R 432K 4%) 4 &R 54T 01
fw A ar DL 2 A 31 B2 B DNA T 5
(cDNA) 73531l % B A 2K, SRAMP A 28 XU ik
F ST 36 UE Ty TR BAT PL 3, VIR AL TEREASKR A
Tt S TR 7L 3 ) SR R 43 B A mC AL A S
TP FUREAOR [ A TR )Y ( DRACH ) 7 [l 4~ £k
P b (i BE BLBE B, B O m® A8 O AN 2 Bl B
(21 SRAMP MR T 90 Ul 55 24 (1 B 2 {1k 2
FIP T X FRIE RNA dhm® AE A6 (7 a5 (4 F0
ET AR TR SRAMP REABIIEAT

H AW 5% m®A & M 7 8 0 8P E R B
RMbase 2’ I m® Avar'**’, RMbase i i:f m®A-CLIP
HISE B B, AR TR A 12 DA [F AP OR 2
1 373 000 m° A i 37 17 B . m® Avar 3 id 7 41
miCLIP,2 21 PA-m°A-Seq SZ 55, 244 4~ MeRIP-Seq
S AN T B I A R TEWSCRE T =2 m A7 A
Bt 3L 414 241 ADm® AR RS S (05, JE Y 4
#5 7 lincRNA, miRNA, piRNA %,
3.5 HRERAZRAKGETMNIA

H iy e A G 8 2 1 00N T R A
CPC™™ | CPAT™ Ml CNCI "', T H EZ4H W
2 T8 X (Alignment-based ) FIAS 75 22356 T
52! Xt ( Alignment-free ) , Had cpC EFFEHH
XF Al AU ST A 1) 25 1 S i A, CPAT Al
CNCI ANFF LA XS, 2 TR ] Oy 5 22
AU AR

2007 4F, Kong 55 ANTT A T VPAG % A Gy 1
TBER B CPC™, CPC 2 32 1 i) B L4y 28
i , 20 2o S AT B A )2 SCR SRR SRR
K A 751 53 R G i Py 9 B G 5 510 3 2 HE X
P41 o VIZRAE b i A% 232 SCHRIE , 78 K Bidia 4R
R CPC BA TR = R MERA FE (95.77%) . CPC
SEIBCI e 5) A5 A T = 205G 7 5000 19 I ik 1) 352 AE
(ORF) , i framefinder 718 T 15 (f145 The Log-odds
score, Coverage of the predicted orf, Integrity of the
predicted orf) , & ZIURFEE LB E ORF 4t i) 25
15 UniProt 54 22830 blast o XT45 R Ui S (45
Number of hits, hit score, frame score) , CPC V|24
IEREASK [ EMBL (19121 91443 51X (CDS) ¥4,
FIREAK B Rfam il RNADB 3t 34 766 4~ 3F 4
¥4

adenosine
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AETF CPC HYJ2, CPAT AT B 1T 551 H X
( Alignment-free ) , 11 A2 38 12 2 i FIJE 2 5 e SR AS 11
JPBVRFIE SR AT X 431 CPAT 32 3% #8 [0 19 43
AN BT VUFP P 5 RRAE S X 43 G A 5 Al 2 it 2 5k
A a3 Gl a2 s (1) JFHCEE 32 4E K (Open reading
frame size) ; (2) FF i & 52 AE 7 75 & ( Open reading
frame coverage) ; (3) Fickett St i1, J& F 5l 3k 2H Al Fn
BT /34ii ( Fickett TESTCODE statistic ) 5 (4) 75 %
{35 % ( Hexamer usage bias) . DA L PUFPRRAE , #BAE
BAFIK o3 gty S AR Gt e A, IEFEASK [ RefSeq
FHE I 1) 10 000 A~ g 5 B (1 5% A, TR A ok A
GENCODE %4 FE 19 10 000 /4> B AL 28 B4 JE 4 75
RNA, g+ RS LG IE AUC #iZ835% 0.992 7,

1M CNCI 33 =17 194 1ok X 7 gt 5
-G s A, HA /N UG A b 3 57 7
) S ALAS Y T XA HE S kAT 4 20 YNk
B IE B AR K H RefSeq %% 2, 7 FE A Sk A
GENCODE, M4 40 Py A4 & 1 /N LA 4 5l
YR, TR S AR g i e SRS, 4t -
R AE CIAIE T A5 A 1k 5] 97.3%

EFXTERIE RNA 2t 28 (1 i 0 , 75 2250 1 8
RNA FAIFALBE 5 UE ORF Y58 B 1, 0 £ 15 B 42
LA E Y ORF 973 #1, A REHS B RNA J7 51 i A
AR SR SR AR G B O T 2T T
3.6 HEBEBQIFE RNA Tl TERBXEEE

BB AR T R B P R R K R
RNA &3, #9 # — A~ gt 8 PR JE RNA (194K
PEEEAEH A B 2016 4F Chen S AT H A
K RNA BdE £ circRNAdb, X7 FRIE RNA B9
PR RV REEA T T 2047 BiFgE 3 J2 B i IF
T S U, TRES S4B, DL K 8 1 5 B0
FEXFEE LA J7 1, 32 9144 A 2K 3R TE RNA $ 4
H e 6 608 N EA St IR RERYFRIE RNA
For 21 A3 T B AR (58 E, Yang 4 NI
Zhang %5 N\ i circRNAdb #2492 % (5 B, LK
BAE T Cire-FBXW7 il cire-SHPRH fig % 4 1 25 1
J5i, ORF 584 1 vh 1 i B — 24, IRES A9 56 UF
WEEEETHEEARKES, Akl i,
circRNAdb XJ T KPR JE RNA 465 8 1 it 2 AT 1R
KMSHEL,

HATHIE RNA Jaf & I ae il T - 324
CircPro fil CircCode, 2017 4 Meng % AFF & T B
EET RNA-seq M Ribo-seq U4 17 71 4 15 26 1 24
JE RNA 19 T H CircPro' ™), WFFT & 1 1l 4 %
LI FFH A (RNA-seq) E M, 45 G GTF BRI
RSO, PR S, R H 3R 02 RNA Rl T 2

CIRI2 T 3 i th A PRJE RNAT T, U $2
CIRI2 345 A IE RNA J7 41, I o0t B 82 )5
A CPC ( Coding potential calculator ) il jlll 5 JZ RNA
MBS RE IS5yt 1 B2 I 28 (Ribo-
seq) VE MBI, FHR AR 2Pk RNA ) reads , ¥
H5IIE RNA 1) 85 2 4 55 ( Junction sites) %)
reads M HEXT A5 RE HOXF B W RE M iZFRIE RNA (1) 8
PRIFBEARML T HE ) CirePro BIL 25 4 4SS0 H
FENEIMN R (a) BN PRIE RNA 5515 (b)
B4 cireRNA H94 6% 1 BB 1543 (CPC T 5 () &
A~ circRNA 11 RNA-seq reads B Ribo-seq
reads SZHFEL; (d) ZifS 2 11 BT circRNAs,

2019 4, Sun 5¢ AT T L RNA B A TN
B CircCode , X J&—Fh 3 FHL A8 27 > By
TAERARANTS . 8 450 FH Ribo-seq T4 , (R 7 LL
XIAS b B ZH 1Y reads, 4 FLBR S 2 2R JE RNA (1942
SO S, 2 REWLT 0 PR B 1R S R R ) e e BRI
RNA (iZid #2 5 CircPro i —2b24) . &t
MLEs24 2] T H BASINET 7l il #5 i 5 3k 3843 9 ribo-
seq reads & 75 I UL 8 3%, B € 7T DL B PR B9 R OB
RNA, fizJo WFAIE RNA %) ORF 2 H AT RE 2w fidh 1)
Z Ik,

CircPro 55 CircCode H13&F ribo-seq ZHE 43 HTHY
TR, A B AR, AR Z AR AE T CireCode
BLTHLaR 2% > 15 T 3 28 Lo X b e ) 5 45 467 A5 1Y
ribo-seq reads J& 75 7] B3, 1M CircPro ¥ L XT L )
reads #EIPAIE RNA Al 4% 8 F 19— kS .
Ah, CircCode i H FragGeneScan Filil ¥ IE RNA Fi
B A 1] CircPro #id CPC WM HJE RNA #ifs &
FITEAE

4 REi5EHE

— H LK, R IE RNA 85 K20 3 4 15 RNA,
SR, IR 5T A B, AH Y — &R 4 IR E RNA BA
i BT RE . HAT, BT 955 A HIE RNA
FARFAIE 5 AN WA R DG A= W05 8 2 T K 43 5 vk
WAy Rk, e E LA T LA A I RNA Gafidh 2 1
BRI SEWTSE . IRAT RNA A 78 RE A0 7000 T B HR
FT LM RNA (mRNA Fl IncRNA) FF & 1fij 5%, 1
IIE RNA 115 mRNA 18 &5, KHAEZ %
AR LG, #0 TE FAR T PUE T B3R RNA 465
TRRE Y U

I RNA P TRES Fem® A7 55 B Bk UE 5K
A S H AR MR B LA AR, I TRES Km®A
M SRR A B T 42 5 g 5 8 T A JE RNA 1
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RNA # &3, UL K BRI RNA 4 i 25 3 L A IR A
WEFE ABME A B 2 AR g% 1A IE RNA A
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PRI IR (R TE RNA B % BE 6 He g i ke s ML
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