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Automatic or batch acquisition of taxonomic information in NCBI based
on Perl scripts
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(School of Life Sciences, Jiangxi University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Nanchang 330004, China)

Abstract; It is the most basic and important to determine the species and its taxonomic information according to
scientific name, taxonomy IDs and any DNA/protein sequences in bioinformatics analysis. Unfortunately, such
process and ways to obtain results are currently manual, time-consuming, and prone to error. The purpose of this
study is to solve the problem of automatic or batch acquisition of taxonomic information on the NCBI website. By
analyzing the NCBI online BLAST results and its web source program features, we used the Perl language scripts to
automatically or batch obtain the query or comparison results of taxonomic information. These Perl scripts written in
this study can solve the problem of automatic getting taxonomic information after NCBI online alignment. These
scripts are suitable for scientific names, taxonomy IDs, any sequences of nucleic acids or proteins which belong to
bacterial, fungal, animals, plants, etc. In addition, these scripts can provide a reference for the analysis of
biological data.
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2570, %5 FET Perl JHARYE NCBI 3, [ shol b AR B Fh {5 171

s B R (https ://www.ncbi. nlm. nih. gov/) . il
AN ST AR S E — JR AR T FNIN 38 Y 5 v i
KR« By AR 51 3 blast'®’ /1 (hitps ://blast. ncbi.
nlm.nih.gov/ Blast.cgi ) , H3 3i& b X} 40 K 09 HE 44 F 3 ik
PEEAE LT T8, H 6 RO TP 80 1Y Gl s, A
NCBI ,7E Search J& /Y FHIHEH2E8E Nucleotide , £ GI
FHIA GO R SCAE T, 1504 GO™ , BT LI 2 £
JRFEFFIN TS taxon 44EF] Taxonomy 41
P& & v ( https://www. ncbi. nlm. nih. gov/guide/
taxonomy/ ) 2%, BI AT 3RBGZ 51 02505 ..

FEAT T B HES e, BHIF N G2 A 2R B 28 7 53 2
EESY QNI NS IN NI DN N e | $ S PO RS i
I 8 DAY 7 2CRIAS b Y SR X R LA 3R
Wy g7 g my % g, 22k I, T3 F 210 4>
LU X285 B[]S 1 086 s; [RIR, 4n SR ARAR BRI
HE R WA S . (A B 7 DT H ES
W5, WRAE I g B2 AE NCBI W v b H sh el it 53k
IR E B R 2 AG R AR E A N4 g ELvEw 5 (5
A NI, H T o x> B 3 T 83
B A

BT LR, 455 Perl 575 55 &I 1E W
FBAIR A BTG B AL | R
P ER IR PR AE ) A4 0 EEGT NCBI I TR AR 1
BEE HTML 35 5 M, WA B 20 A B — 5 LAY
R s LA BB 58 3 T A 23 38 48 5 b die o 8 T 8 45
P U Perl 3555 4% 5 REZE NCBI [ 3 [ 3 sl it
AR FRE B S I AR B 75 A e £ 1) 5
X AL 58 - sh A 2615 BRI IRl AL

1Bk

1.1 HEHRERREGSITING

Perl J&“ practical extraction and report language”
455" Bl Larry Wall B4 5 09, 3 A
WrsE B R 4E 5, BT AE UNIX BRAE R 4 g, Perl 1]
LARS 2 52 F- 53247, 7T I T UNIX | Linux , MAC Fl
Windows 5 RGAEE T T FIETT

FEAN A eh A R AR B T O A N,
BRI R P8 L, B AR PR3 5
5% BEREAR I M A T A B AL FE T Perl HAT A
R IE W 38 2K ( Regular expression ) J&—F 3 T3¢
AAEPRATE F . RS T XS HTML 03T 9 g A
Perl 7] DL A7 ZCVCBE, Perl 15 5 W6 2904 Wt
SR VAR LT o {0 Rk R AT A AR X A 4
b TEAEYE B AU LIAR 5 8 1 1] Perl 1Y 1E
iR 2HEAT 9 B BT, BioPerl!' A5 HL AT 1 2

DR T B AT 45 Ff BLAST , FASTA 4% 54 1) gt A
WA T R IE N ERGA

TERIA R T LWP ( Library for Web Access
in Perl) PR FERIEL, LWP 2 T 150 Web
Vi) Perl A B 41, i B H " A9 User Agent,
Cookies , Response S524¢ T LAAR J5-fifi AL HUL 00 WE #5% 1)
Fimtt,

i Perl £ LWP #5402 i, N 7E A MBI H 58
BB AMEERAL L) ActivePer] Sl 15 B 42
BTk A “win+R” P <2177, I A
“emd” B 0] FT I 4 4 AT P, 4G Fi A cpan
LWP” S E Al 2 F 3h T 40 LWP Hibk

TEA UGS AP R, % I8 5] Max 0S LUK
Linux Wi%& T Perl 33355% IR FH T MUAS 3K ) Win
XP RGOKIE A RS ATHEE [ AE & Fh 3200
A%, i Windows 7., Windows10 , Ubuntu EEERFAT T
B, s 4T B4
1.2 HERBE
1.2.1 il b e 5 sl b2 44 3R B NCBI 592

EYSNIVE Y

TE NCBI 1 Taxonomy [ ¥4 51 [ ( https://www.
ncbi.nlm. nih. gov/ guide/taxonomy/ ) , 414 i 14 taxon
RARBOS LR T T W H B w7 E R, g
PRANE 1. PROGRESS : 8 ] LWP 4 B )7 7] 30 U5 %,
I AR taxon AR IBUAT 1) 45 2R 5T 19 PR AL
T WA E B AR ACAD B R AR G 8 1T 49 H AR
Fofr” %k WA RIFARAF
1.2.2 Sl AR AT — BOF 51 4B NCBI 43 2615 B 1Y

I

7E NCBI f97EZE BLAST BT b, A ey i i A
B3, SR 5 A5 B . i
SR E 1. PROGRESS : ] H1 LWP 5 3 ] 3] ¥
BRI 5)_ AL 3 NCBI 78 28 b X o safy , 15 86 %t
7RIS P2 LA B BLAST 7 5 #2838, 41K i3l
Y2525 NCBI R 55 #5 i, NBCI IR 55 # 2% F 84 )l —
AT 2R Y 1T HEXTHERY Request ID(RID)

2 B4 BEAS He Wi 21 NCBI IR 55 ¢ 2% 13 4 o
T ISR SRS T P BOE S8 E S NS5 R b
ARBEARE R, AR RS T X R IR | 1
XFFFIRAT 3 X P G 545, HUEIAR 2R
It LEXE R 310 0 G 5434t 20 280 467 T 4% R 5% TH 2
(https ://www. ncbi. nlm. nih. gov/nuccore ) fi#) 3 [ 2
(genebank %50 , B 2R 2L K 41 H Bt E taxon
JRES AR, FRJ5 AT 1.21 #8845,

1.3 BAFIHEH
tax_get.pl ﬂﬂ]zﬁ r|-| s ﬁﬁ/\ﬂ‘]j(ﬁ:??g VL. taxon J&5



172 4 #H f5 & % % 16 A&
USSP NAETTELL >staxon" N EAT, BA R UL A& LI 4501 Rank 241 Rank £/RJF
1 taxon MU HABAT , BEA M AT HATEAE, BN IR SR )F 9 h SR AF 1Y P 91 558, Hp 2
QAR P AR EGE A Rl o2 2 BT R RS0 AT B TELR blast SRR — B0, i Hh B SCr
IRRUTIA YT 2 TN AT ORGSR A S RO T =305 B 5 — W =7 9 4 DA K%
B, HEREEHR FEF S A A N “nebireg.out A HXFFEFIAFTATER , X405 Bk A BLAST i
“HET I SCOE, ER S SO NS T B AT M staxon B EE X 81 Seq _name Description Max_score Gi
superkingdom phylum class order family genus species, Total _ score Query _ cover E _value, 5§ — 354> 7'?5

TR tab 438, DIRATAFSS B MANER —4T  taxon, BEA22R A BIRKY GI XTTLE’JﬁI?EI#F
ﬂﬂlﬁ‘, MR R RS AR BN S AR S E1T =0 W2 RIS taxon A F0AY HAK /R 28 X '3J:
iERSPNANESSH I AN VA SR — B, A R

seq_get.pl A iy A B SCHE R fasta 4% 20, 32
INPUT txt YHEBA ——————— INPUT
B Z UIEEEEEITLe B I UEEEESFSIL®
>taxonl >'l's(e:v(gc(]CCVTC‘!'l'AT(_‘IA
867567 e =
>taxon2 GGGTGCAAGCGTTAATCGGAATT
423432 >seq3
>taxon3 GGTTTGTTAAGTCAGATGTGAAATCCCCG
Streptococcaceae bacterium RF196 ToASATCCCE
RERE mEEE
Hoim P Fi| FANCBI Taxonomy $(¥% BRI FIFANCBIRIBLASTEE 4 T &,
X Tarorony HERE) @ Hitwsmws, ATk T SESN
® S —TT—— IEEXN bsto  blastx Wk B L7, ok
Query Taxon e R, i}‘ﬂlléiﬂl\ﬁlﬁiiéfﬁﬂn {blastn . e %g%gﬂﬁﬁfﬁﬁczﬂm%ﬁﬁ
g, ENAERTER et G B R
© i ik - —— O Genseniti )
REGE. YRR SadracaccoTrA | FEABE A axon, Il
;E;m;ﬁgcﬁm”ﬁ i, BE ATCGGA ° Ftax_get.pl.

i

OUTPUT +—m

i
: Taxon Superkingdom i
2 1]
i 867567 Bacteria i
i Phylum Class Order :
i !
i Firmicutes Bacilli Bacillales 4
1 13
i L
i Family Genus Species :
i !
i Bacillaceae Bacillus Bacillus sp. EB294 :

?S. ‘wugﬂaﬂlﬁw oy
Mﬂ,_ﬁiﬁ\-_ﬁrzmm&w B

E1
Fig.1 Principles of script tax_get.pl and seq_get.pl

1.4 Perl BIARKIETT

B B3RS I AR ST A C 2 \Perl \bin”
Hk R 5 SR 5 Ly Frih-ia17” ezt HE
A emd” iy A B AT T “ emd Ay 2 $E 8157, 7F
D%ﬁ/\“ cd C:\Perl\bin” J5HA [0 % 0] #F
A Perl i PATRFHIEZ T,

TE“C:\Perl \bin>" 2 /R £F T A “ perl tax_

cmd T

excel, txt m&[z’i

l

— OUTPUT

Description

Shigella boydii strain P288 16S ribosomal RNA gene, partial sequence

Input Gi Max_score Total score Query_cover
Seq3 559795308 1332 1332 100%
E_value Ident Accession Taxon

0.0 99% NR_104901.1 621

75y

O]

h’ﬂ) Gl Taxon. ﬁbl]‘)(j’ B A
@gl T ifitaxonkFREL * HTHH ﬂ}ﬁ"f'
b,

ﬁ_ﬁ

BI7 tax_get.pl #0 seq_get.pl A %772 /R I8

get.pl” , fF tH B0 5 5 AR ) SCHRE T B S R
H ST BT A 0 SCF i SO & T i A R
taxon, FEEHA M AERIA ST RIAS RS 2 A 3h
W a5 RO R A M,

TE“C: \Perl \bin>" B2 /RAF T A “ perl seq_
get.pl” M B4 JE AR A S TE dos T H LASCE
HIE 7S B TR, T A AR R, DL
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PR P BN AR fasta #6075, BEA RIS,
TP RF R 5 BEEAH) Web-Blast 77 i
P X AT AR B O S PR SR AR
NIRRT o SR AR S AR 48 T i A B Web-
Blast 77 =0 i 7 X 1 % Blast-Database £ P 38 3%,
PEPESERE ST, TP AR R S s BE A S s 198 SO 44 LA
&N GO 27k qE NN JNCIK = 352
23 H BT 2 LU 07 91 A% 25 I 55 2 T AR 4 P
BB S EUR LA N B LXK o T dos 1) 2%
[vi) 20 JE 75 i 55 i S Wi 157 1 908 0 B8040 o 15 HE X 52 52
FEIF-2x F S BT A i3k 5 i 45 ELOR A7 3 o SCpF
JFEZhR .

2 g R

2.1 BB

(1) 1L taxon A FRYFh o3 A AR (A 1.
tax_get.pl)

$ tax _url =" https://www. ncbi. nlm. nih. gov/
Taxonomy/Browser/wwwtax.cgi" ;

$ res=LWP; ; UserAgent —>new — >post ( $ tax_
url, [ ‘name’=> § taxon] ) ; #& 1% post 15K

@ web = split( /\r? \n/, $res—>content) ;

@ bio _info = qw ( superkingdom phylum class
order family genus species) ; #i& XY AES

$ target_line ; #5& S H AT

foreach my $ line( @ web) {#& ¥ Ho0, “47¢

my $i = 0;#& LYMEL AR AT I
IR

foreach ( @ bio_info) | #F X HLIT . “ W FhIe 24«

if ($line=~/(%$_)/)1

$it+;

if ($i>=2)1 #2498 LATOR S I/ IMERT, 25
AR,

$ target_line = $ line;

lasts | f | |

#ERPC T4 XTI A B R X 4 foreach (0...6)

if( § target_line =~ /(\=\" $§ bio_info[ $ _]\"
>) ([r<>] ) (<\V/) /)

$ organism .= "\t $2";

lelse {

$ organism .= "\t";

}

%
(2) LT —BP s A 3l R AEL blast (1

e (JHIAS 2 :seq_get.pl)

a. S AL post TREBSZFHI A, FFAREL RID,

$ url = " htips://blast. ncbi. nlm. nih. gov/Blast.
cgi?";

$submit _ url = $uwl." PROGRAM =
$ program&PAGE_TYPE = BlastSearch& LINK _LOC =
blasthome" ;

$res = $ua — > post ( $submit _ url, [~
QUERYFILE” = > § file _name |, “DATABASE “ = >
$ database,”CMD“=>"Put”, ], “Content —Type "= >"
form—data" ) ;

($rid) = $res—>content =~ /*
* $)/m;

b. 38 get THRAN WS IR 55 i 157 4 5030

my $res_web = $url." CMD = Get&RID =
$rid" ;

while ("true") |

my $res= $ua—>get( $res_web) ;#IHH
Ay}

if( $ res—>content =~ /Status=WAITING/) {

sleep 10;

| elsif( $ res—>content =~ /Status=READY/) |

return $ rid;

RID = (.

| else { exit;

H

c. W 5E 58 I DRI o T A A O X Ho g
PEAT R 2L BT 1

my $url = " hitps://blast. ncbi. nlm. nih. gov/
Blast.cgi? CMD=Get&RID= $ rid&QUERY_INDEX =
$ query_index" ;

my $ web_content = $ua->get( $url) ->
content ;

if ( $web_content =~ /No significant similarity
found/i) {next; | #UNH 7751 BLAST %88 45580
235 AT N — R S 4 e

d. dlad HTML SRR BN , 773 blast 25
VU]

my ( $thody) = § web_content=~/( \<tbody\
>. * \<\/thody\>) /1;

my @trs = ();

my §ind = 0;

#ARHL e bRAS R LLXT P A S 100 %

while( $ thody =~ /(\<tr. =2 \>. %2 \<\/tr\
>)/ig) |

#3l J wd bR, Sk 8 A IS AT 48 Gi P
filiik
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% 16 4

my $td=$§1;

my @tds = ()

#AFI tds, W1 ind =0 W}, @ tds £775 8 1M i%)F 51
2R — AR5 B

$trs[ $ind++] = \@ tds;

while( $td =~ /\<td[ \sI\>] (. *?)\<\/td\
>/ig ) |

push @tds, $1;

}

e. M1t gl %ﬁ%%éﬂ,ﬁ%’im taxon

$res = $ ua—>get( " hitps://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.
gov/sviewer/viewer.cgi? id= $ gi",

¢ .content_cb” => sub/{

last if(( $taxon)= $ _[0] =~/\/db_xref\=\"
taxon: (. * ?2)\"/i);},

¢ .read_size_hint” => 16 = 1024,) ;# X BE %
TR U Y R/

2.2 [RIBHR

(1) 31 WEL Taxonomy 2r 1) BL AT A IR ACHS , AT
I P S G post 3 SR OKE HLAS A W) X 4
$ name 3% B 55 i s 14, A e 3 A e 00 B 1) il
55 s KR TE R AT A B A B A

2% F sh i R B taxon Z2 WA ], & BLH:
TPRAR I AT I O HARZA T Rk 5
Prdxd AT LIARGFRVCHE . PRIAR B 5 — 20 id
AR PRI 73 AT S5 AT B i [ E 1)
PRE ARG KZRBE W T, S AR RN
taxon Sl , & B Y T S5 A A W Fh 26 44 2 /0 Hh B
U A 2 B TR &

(2) BLAST ¥ Lu X 975 51 DL e S50k 2% 3 ik 55
i R post KA ZN, H bioperl AH AR
HEas LK - Sl AN )7 80 B 2k 56
UE B 5E T ANNA] blast I filk 55445 s 14 41k 728 A0 KL LA
S post ZH0, WA P& B 1Y Web-Blast 77 30 0

megablast, W] ) 55 &% arl Hb 4k o 7 247 L S 50
&MEGABLAST=on" , QIS T blastp WF 247 1
Z 4" blastp&plain =on"

OB XTI R R 1 B S5 AR A, S ARAS ME—A5
PUYETEAE R & & RID, H H A —A S8R5 001
HRHE RID AT LA W7 4R BOA 55 #5% s 9 o 17, >4 IR 55
o Ui A 0 7 £ 8L A0 Status = WAITING” |, 72 /5 4>
SERF10 STk 22 AR B 1, 17 22 e g A 45 S A
“Status=READY” I, 5 IR 7 91 X 58 1, & B
L XTS5 SR BUH 5 A% e 9 HE SO R 7 AR R
—F IR EAR IS ST A — SR (R B R
0) , B2 5570 L6 45 SR TR url 280575 220
A QUERY_INDEX =0, KT, AT DLSE Bt & b Xt
HIHRAE, T B AT E R 1 80, 1 5 nebi 1% 8 M A5
—3,

X475, Blast iz 55 2% 4% BT 43 (%) M e 3]
IHEFF | IR 100 4% HEXF 45 5, I ix 26 L X 25 5L, £
TET HTML JEHS 5 <tbody >ARZE | H3 4l HTML A%k
SRR LA K 1% 7€ 1 Rank L, ) FH 1E ) 22 3k =X, B AT
RECEEXT P F] 43 (G 4%,

A5 O T AR BUF XY taxon , A S — 25
RHLH G, B A% PR v hn % AH B Y 2 I 4
(GeneBank #850) . W T IEH AW KNSR,
ICFRATTR FH oAt =X 482 1 R e, BRIV om 28k 3 G ) 2
AL taxon, WA, Wi A A — | 3# 48 taxon 3K
VE7EL e T
2.3 MRER

WA T 40T 2% DNA SR 5T, 381 S AU 45 4
P TRNA FD) e 5L R 73 | 3h ) FAe 40 10 D) g 2
25 I 328 1 7 35 A0 megablast | blastn | blastx
thlastx . blastp . thlastn 55 ; I 4 B4 77 %4 22 A1 5 nr
swissprot \,pdb ZF (WL 3 1) ;18 17 45 40 55 faj 20 1)
BLAST 45 38R0 3R A 1 48 1) 43 2505 0 55 (DL IR 1.
OUTPUT) ,

F1 WABEFEXNR

Table 1 Tested programs and objectives

PP AP (75 500 4%) JFA26H! BLAST 8% K e MR 4E R
4 23S rRNA JF51) ¥R ( nucleic acid) megablast nr R
YAEH 16S rRNA 751 H% (nucleic acid) blastn nr R
AN rpoB HEH T4 HiBR (nucleic acid) blastn swissprot W
MY Actin FEH FE ¥R ( nucleic acid) blastn pdb ey

%) cyclophilin 3K 51 152 ( protein) blastn swissprot %]
AN uveB F M F51 HH 5 (protein) blastn pat %)
T 16s rRNA JF751) R (nucleic acid) blastn 16s tRNA R
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2570, %5 FET Perl JHARYE NCBI 3, [ shol b AR B Fh {5 175

3 Z5g Marpr

3.1 BOREBSH

eSS R I, 25 & B0 55 3 A 138 5 8 7 41
SCPFEAT HoXF % A B s SO AT 1 B0, anill
B “test.fasta” , FFH) 24 DL« >7 IRk i 74500,
A, 5653 F ] NCBI X T 2 741 A [R5 i e 2k
ok, HARIUAS SR, A2 5 WX, RIE T HE X485 21 1Y
FIEENE [FII 9 5 A AR T 4 T ) 2RO I Y
SR RER  AE T T N H B R 755, B
J& TR ORAT, AT 1 i W ie AR
LA tab AT IR A58 T8 (0 1 HAb by
3.2 WAERMEEME

AR UM B Bt A BIAS J2 2L NCBI ) it Oy Bt
(), PRI AT A S 805 NCBI HeXT A BT 246 A S50
PRAE—2, XA AT T 407 A0 pg ik, 175 I 24
W T e RS R BREE H R
FF 0 R DU P 50 655 T 4% 500 SR TA VBT )
T 5 6 K 7 31 2 B0 45 DNA FLEE 11 B 51, )
AEAE AL A rRNA 555 78 28 bE X 0% 330 12 A 446
megablast . blastn blastp . blastx blastp . thlastx 5%, Ft X}
RV ECHE B AL G . 16stRNA | nr | swissport 55, Y17
TBE M B
3.3 FERERFURFIHIREA LR

AL TAELE blast, 33 IF S0 T4 el
FHRHEAE T T ARZ EBUE IR, Fl P R 454 92PR
TEOLBCE JLA S A 25 A Zh ATt i 5 0E |

A i RS — R AR A AR I ] T
T MY E, Yin YH S H Pel 8 5 T
GenScalpel ' Ef% I\ NCBI KA 1 41 48 bt
R 5 HE R E T8 TP S E , Horh 3 —
Wittt GI 5 £ BT 5131 4K B taxon , BIAS (]
Sy I SR I taxon RPASE 1M # T 51
AT TR R, KRR S TR R
L&

KA 1 AR R TR SR Y AR s Blast 1Y
Web FUii, H & B 5 2 BRI AL T AR 7R, I
Je B oA A 2R DL R 5 0GR D AL S AR TR
B AT AR 0

JEARST GG R Al Perl SZEE T A Hb
blast A 3k, 7E5m A R4 Wl T B2 i 8
SRR PERAE (AR L XS P 9 43 265 ) | AR
BB AL T T XA REHEAT T &

Guy L %5985 T phyloSkeleton , ‘& FAI 25 7F T g
B2 BN taxonomy , 18 2 T2 150 i L6 WL U], {8 £ 114 1%E
P S AR AN B RELRIE NCBI 9
B FPIFE T DL e S HOR E Perl JAIAS H AR (L84
T

Lawrence TJ 258 ] Perl #3577 —%& FAST T.H
S FH R A 4 X B TR B AT AL A A
BT IR B 5 P IIAS (tax_get. pl Fl seq_get.
pl) AT IR taxon AT H—BtF 5 A 8 it & A shik
WA E B e T TR O Xy e 2% ) B
B ARG | R ZRE 50 A7 51 X 235 3 i 4 g
] (VLA 2) o T AT E A ] B

AR SE S0 X BT FERT [ B

o002
=l

£ Aﬁ
e

o> — —
B— i— —

FaEME tax getpl A

il

FRAT set_getplHA

B2 5ELETE S0 ANIFKATFERE (s)

Fig.2 Classification and identification of the time consumed by 50 objects(s)

3.4 HFEAEE
AAIE T A0 B L sh) A S e
% 3T EREE A AL R RS, T LN [RNAT

FEPEE TR IS 2 BRI S 5 2 Y AR
GELA B M 2% SE R VIR G . AWK IRAF AR Z 7]
kAL



176 4 #H

& % %16 A&

(1) 22U 22 1 )l | s DAAS M B30 I £
HEST KRBT I RAE

(2) Ry 2 A7 nl LA AR B, BAS i i
AT AT 52 ORI g At B

(3) 340 Wy 5 2 4% B DI RE , BV 25 360 A9 Hh & 1B
LB W, R ORI T IE REARZE IR AL

(4) o FH HA 25 B2 75 5 S5 B, 20 Python  Java Y

(5) Bt VT e %8 E B Ay 280 3R, Gl TR
BV RGRR IS TIRCE

(6) eI 11, REXT 45 R B e #E 4T A SR & o
B A2

(7) M AELRT 517 ARFCEE 5 5T 1
PR R, WU P AT AR SE PR R s A 4 A
DARTHIA S B
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