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NgAgo-gDNA will stimulate the development of genome editing systems
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Abstract; A new genome editing system named NgAgo-gDNA was invented using 5 phosphorylated single-stranded
guide DNA ( gDNA ) of 24 nucleotides and Natronobacterium gregoryi Argonaute ( NgAgo ). This system
outperformed the RNA-guided genome editing system CRISPR-Cas9 on several features. The success of the NgAgo-
gDNA project demonstrated the importance of bioinformatics in biological research and will stimulate the
development of genome editing systems. The NgAgo-gDNA project was initiated from searching homologs of TtAgo
and PfAgo, two other enzymes from the AGO protein family. The authors used the software PSI-BLAST against the
NCBI NR database to retrieve homologous protein sequences. After further analysis and filtering, they found the
NgAgo protein ( GenBank: AFZ73749.1), which works at the temperature of 37 “C. The key step in the NgAgo-
gDNA project is to narrow down a great number of AGO homologous protein sequences to several candidates using
bioinformatics methods for experimental validation of their functions. These bioinformatics methods were not
explained in the published paper but could belong to the empirical methodology. An alternative but advanced
methodology is to use machine learning algorithms (e.g. support vector machine or random forest) to modify AGO
proteins which work at a temperature close to 37 °C. The future studies can be conducted in several fields using
bioinformatics methods. First, the structural information of the NgAgo protein can be used to reveal the mechanism
of the DNA and protein interaction. The sequence with structure comparison between NgAgo and TtAgo & PfAgo or
other AGO proteins will help understand their molecular functions. Second, using the sequence or structure
similarities, more RNA-or DNA-binding proteins can be retrieved from the public databases to help design new
genome editing systems. Third, since RNAi ( RNA interference) uses AGO to cleave double stranded RNAs, the

guide-target complexes of AGO proteins need be studied to reveal the common mechanisms and differences between
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genome editing and RNAi. Fourth, a great number of AGO genes from lower to higher organisms can be used to

study the evolution of AGO and the coevolution between the viruses and the hosts.
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FHARF A A WY DNA $5 -5 1 J K 20 2 5 ( Genome
editing) 224t NgAgo-gDNA "' NeAgo 4% [ I8 £h i
FF B ( Natronobacterium gregoryi ) AGO &
( Argonaute) %) f&] FR, A Ji J& — A% 1R 14 V) g
NegAgo B HETE T DNA BYE L, AT LAAT A5 0 2
HHBR DA T i, XTI BEAUR AR & )
BUATHY RNA 45 5 9 5L A 21 2 4 2 58 CRISPR-Cas9
R AR, FLRE 75 R olk AL A1 CRISPR-Cas9 4l
AIEf B, NgAgo-gDNA HUZ—ASH 0 FF 16,
WA X SRR SE R R T BEJT A i B S 0 ) Bk X 21
RS, —IFI IR A T H 1R &
LA S A3 B v A B R G B R A
BRER 4 T8 AHOC U Y BT SR B I F T RET RO BIF S 7
], ZEEVEFHTEZADIH S PR TAEZ 5, A SC
WRIRX T I 1 58 LA S AR & e T 17

1 NgAgo-gDNA A2 fif HLic itk

—ANFE A G 8 R G0, T LA B A 67 B
( BR) ¥EF I —BUZ IR ( DNA 5 RNA) 751 Fl 17
TR PS84 (UL 1) . CRISPR-Cas9 &40
2 H 4% RNA ( Single-stranded guide RNA, fi] #%
sgRNA 5¥ ¢RNA) 5 F Cas9 & H VI # ; NeAgo-gDNA
ARG E 57 i 5 R 1K 19 HL 5 DNA ( Single-stranded
guide DNA, X gDNA) #§ 5 AGO A YIH|, #)y
BN 0 ) A e P e DK e ) R i ) 355 6 B SR Al T
HR R E 8] 8, NgAgo-gDNA T BBy R4 (3%
HEE M) LG DL T L

1) 5 umBEmR Ak i Bk DNA 760 7L 3h 1 40 i v
JLTPATEAE X ARIE T NeAgo A28k INTE Y DNA ¥
B G| ) AR A 3 DR A, PR T HE (off -
target) o I« 3K U IR 206 3 R B R I J2: 46 X6k 22 4
SyANE H—A ) R,y 40 PR A A SR DNA
WA XA 7 B R B A TAER

2) gDNA — H 5 NgAgo 454, 5t A Ao iF HoAth
DNA i Beffith ol Bedfe , X M 55 — 5 HARIIE T ANt
B, SO TR ™, RS T S R n s
(B P2

3) NgAgo-gDNA FR G H ) gDNA J& 24 bp K
J& ,CRISPR-Cas9 R 4 H' 1) sgRNA /& 19 bp K&,
24 bp KRHE S T HAR S ESE A F RS,

MPF21 bp DL A BE 5 50 A R AR I I A K R g
PZH i —1 19 bp SEH A EARAIK, PCR 51913
Tl % 2 21 bp B b BAES K TR
CRISPR-Cas9 R 4¢ Tt B, 1B NgAgo-gDNA i &1 /5
F CRISPR-Cas9.,

4) TE NgAgo-gDNA R G, 458 3751 -7 5]
BT 2L ARG, B TC — 1 B 2 B s> 73% ~ 100%
PIBEDIRCR, = AHRCN 78 B8ORS 8 A 5L
TEA] gDNA 9% 8 3 11 bp i B i B XA 1
NgAgo MR T 45 F 50 ( DL IR 2) e ie, i
TP LA AR B e/ M RE AT B

5) CRISPR-Cas9 R SGiH 1Y sgRNA 5 22 i B fr
5 NAMIERGE ST B — 2 45 F A e TAE , il 45
PEAR2E . 28— e LR SR orRNA & & GC
B | & 2 BRLE PO AR L BRI X, B ZE 3R
¥4, GC Bl FERLXT 2 A i = A2V, R e =25 SR AR
FTHF, W orRNA S5 F 5454 (K 1a),
NgAgo-gDNA RS 1) gDNA EL#EHE A 400 , It a] #n
W FE AL CRISPR-Cas9 Z240 Al 25, {H )&, NgAgo BK
SRELIE I RIRFIAR T FLIR KRR AE ) R SR A7
TE, gDNA g BN 2377 A ZR IR B850 (XA iR A 1F
WAMESY) |, A LI IE ] NgAgo-eDNA R G AE & &%
GC B DX IR IR Ay (J SR [ 1] Al 4f) o AT
[i) KR 40 3 7% @DNA AN S TR 4 a7 B 52 0 RNA
PEAE PR A — A 35 ) Jgf 2 3 3% ( Delivery ) [,

6) Cas AU B WEE DNA (] 1b) , NgAgo
Fili AN BT TF DNA i EL[A) i 22 B JLAS B, e ik
AN RS, SV g N — S 4 JE e,
AT RE S DI 5 74 T (SRR R R

7) CRISPR-Cas9 R&EKTE T 795 HA —
ANMEIE =L T2 (BD PAM JE51) A 68 T AR, BRI
TEWRERIEE, SPE: NgAgo-gDNA R 48 A EoR
PAM J351), PTG K 17 AT LA 4 4 A9 X sk, 3 s e ot
BANEZE,

ZA A UG T 53 A AGO £ (TrAgo FI
PfAgo) , BAITTHEAE 65 °C TAE, whfm 4 g et
AWE B T LEXT 3 F PSI-BLAST , #4f8 TtAgo
1 PfAgo M AT 41, 482 NCBI NR JETCARH
FEHNER IR % 2 T AR Z AL & H 5 E 8, R
R AANFEYFIN ACO HA, )5, Hid—RI4E
Y5 BAHT /D S Fe 4R 8 TR AZE3T ¢ T
YERY NgAgo B, DT« 3 ot 2 B 70 19 SR 25040 42 4l
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DA AN I, 5 AR A = AR A s
TR, PSI-BLAST £33 (AR 1 5 51 ] g
BT BT, AN ATREZEAS AL A I A W B
ST ARG O 5 | 02 0 5 I AR 30 9 /0 o 4 i
A AT REVEA T SC 50 50 0F , SCFE WA A X AT
e B, Al TR R 200 T A R T Y R Y
PLEsE R R A B AF & S, 38
AT LUE R 4 i 2k . PR B B fe B30T 37 “C W AGO il
BT A et . HAAOR UL, SR K i R4 (5
PR A A Y ASCRRIE A S B3I SR IR AT WL AR 2 2] oy 2Rk
P, P8 o R AF 0 P 7 10 1 OGS o7 o EA T 2R AR 1R
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GC rich <

(a) sgRNA Hy&EH

THE T WY O SR TR A U B A
RHK . gDNA 1 24 bp K BERIHE (S SCHRL 1] P
3d) ,f54 T X5 W HUA AT T JSORL A 4 iR Y 2R (1 50
# H ( Enhanced green fluorescent protein, faj X
EGFP) A5 AR AR AR R D) ISR A 20~ 27 bp
JURPBE v e 5 1 5 JBE de IR ( BRIV U0 280 3R e i 114 )
f9 24 bp KJE, EAFLI BT AR 7 5, AL T
B T B3R B (Western blot) K5 b€ 17, 1H 24 bp
525 bp FIRGEEZEF AR, TOI S H BT EN i vk
WIEE S PCR J7 k832 S0 25 0 AN T4 52 W
BOR, veid I T DASRAT SRR UE Y H A

S m
| I T O I N | I |
{ \
. PAM sequence
(5'-NGG-3")
< >

Target gene

(b) sgRNA 454 3 HbrHEH

1 CRISPR-Cas9 & 8 R 12
Fig. 1 How CRISPR-Cas9 works

1 : A sgRNA (single-stranded guide RNA) 4% & /> —4> crRNA ( CRISPR-derived RNA , ZL %) Fl— tractRNA ( trans-activating crRNA , #52) , 40
H erRNA W GC Frad &, ST ZEA L5, 2RI sgRNA 454 B 2L R H AR X B sgRNA (£168) 38 5 Cas9 BEFES crRNA X 19 425 31)
(PR BYPIRUEE DNA, sgRNA 225K HFRBE S A — AR =075 (B PAM JF51) A RE TAE,

Notes: A:a sgRNA (single—stranded guide RNA) contains at least one crRNA ( CRISPR-derived RNA, in red color) and one tractRNA ( trans-activating

crRNA, in blue color). A stem-loop structure may form from a crRNA due to its high GC content, which could prevent the binding of sgRNA to the target

region on the genome.

B:a sgRNAs (in red color) guides an Cas9 enzyme to cleave double stranded DNA of the target gene (black). This system requires a featured three base

(PAM) sequence to work.

T AE B AR AT LS 2 I R IR A
BT 75 AL 25 A L 4550 1 B 2R ¥ ( Threading ) fi#
BT NgAgo FEMIZEAE (DL 2)  HE & X SR BFIEBR 4L
ATDIRAT fift gDNA $5 5 DL SRR 3 50 B0 51 A AL 5
I P8 HXT A R S5 48 L, B 42 5 RS TR
ZA AT RE I , X 26 T AR LR PRI AT 58 A%, 3k S
g o ffi 20 FBe B A R, M52 20E K
B o 22 HA AR Zh BE 10 I, ) X 4> © 28 i i i
PR SAELZH AN, s ENAEYE R
WEFE A BAECE A AR IZAE S AT R A2 88, 540
RAERMTERNZ R, DA X — ST e, By 1k
FEAh KV S g A TE R . 73 Fh, S2 50 10 B A
(I PN ol 7 R R o i S e )
NgAgo i) B4 R B 1 T REH IR A

2 X[HFET AGO HEH

CRISPR-Cas9 5 NgAgo-gDNA H JH 2| i) 4 1y 2%
BIL 3873 DA A7 2 o 19 400 A A oy & T 0 Al i
T IR B — 3 1 P 22 B AL, B R0 9T )
B AAZ IR FE B SME DNA . NgAgo-gDNA F i T
AGO & H, 5 RNA T # ( RNA interference, fij #%
RNAD) A AL, 302 B8 HARAS Iz B 5 i AL
A Sk 2 4l R X A U5 0 — B AR AL
NgAgo-gDNA J& ¢DNA 5§ 5 U1 %I S8 5 19 XL EE DNA ;
RNAi J&/N T4 RNA ( Small interfering RNA , fiij FK
siRNA ) 15 5 U HI SR 5 19 BLeE RNA 40 i P ik A 58
ZARRUAIAILE] NI AFA BE AR 22429, 2 — MR E 2L
FIBIEGE T ], AH G R LAl R BT AGO B A FH A9 4%
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12 52 & 1A T 25 19 7 5 74 ( DNA-DNA | DNA-RNA &
RNA-RNA) ; 78¢5 4 (CE b 9132 LA K R 3 11 ik
FERNS BN ) 5 4B N A B 22 i g DD FI4E T, 1)
W miRNA TR 2T H) BAE RNA ) 25 30 2544
A A2 HLAH? AGO MM FH LA 5%, 5
AGO HF5 #H 7] 45 4 38 ( Domain ) m A& {4 ( Motif ) 1Y
DNA 3% RNA 4546 H ( DNA-binding or RNA-binding
proteins ) I8 £ /7 A RNA #5511 AGO 1

FIBUEE DNA? B EAFTER LAY RIF AGO il XT H
BN TS? AGO MIRSEA: 3 = 554
M Z A, KT T B B E KT M E.
i, U1 F A RNA J5 35 19 AGO il A 47 1 X ik
DNA JEEEI AGO il (1) 1 32 2 A5 A 25 47 76 Ltk ik

KFR? MAr, A A E F R AGO Xt B b E 2
— PP RENLE, 2, o T A A AGO VI 1E &
DI A E H O RS B B

&2

X A B RNAL AH S5 00 357 7 1), 5
SEHEET Y EE R T EOR D, B RN EE
R 7. 2009 4F, [ PRS2 E b 1Y Jan Kreuz
BSeAEE PR EAEH small RNA & &0 7 7] DIVE N
—FhiE T BORA N A Y DNA 5 RNA Ji#
XA VE A R BRI A ﬁﬁ%‘—a
HUFIUE BAATT AL IR A FRARK
PEEMEILEFE THE 1T small RNA [ajlﬁlﬁ
S0 A BRI R, AT DAKRRARE 1 Ak Ae Il 2
HEPHEAT IR ER AL 0 B R 2R ILTE 2013 4F
[ PR A k4 (WCM 2013 ) 4 H small RNA il
J o] DA T I PR a4 1 e gk K i 4 i
R S 2 e 1S 3 AR R A i 1, 2 e
EBV _HBV HCV HIV HPV il SMRV, % —/MWF5E
7S i RNAL W P2 A 1) siRNA XUEE 1A (siRNA
duplex) , - HM REF2 M 20 B A AL, 2% R 45 A R
JEE siRNA Jr B F 84T 21,22 .23 124 bp K
J&, Horb 21 #0122 bp ok B EE, 23 F1 24 bp R A 1E

B B E TN AT NgAgo ERZEHA
Fig. 2 The structure of NgAgo predicted using the threading method

F EIL ST siRNA duplexes FEEF T
21 bp 1M A XFFRAY 2 bp % H (Overhang ) ; HR45% E
L small RNA U REHRIZ 90 25 21, o 1027 & B 3h
Pyl REILAFAELA33 bp g HHL Y RNA RS sl U1 B
il (REHR) .
3 HZ RNA KIIRET 2t — 2D ia 7w
CRISPR-Cas9 H1f#%) crRNA &L T 1987 4, H A<
WA Z A B K 46 ( Yoshizumi Ishino ) 7E 7a [ K
¥ B8 PE B TR B[R] T B§ ( Isozymes of alkaline
phosphatase,, i # lap ) 5& K 45 15 5 51 85, &4k & 30
iap FE[H 9 37 Bl 3 X ( Flanking region ) f£ 76— 1~F%
YE] b Ef B 51 %2 ( Spaced tandem repeat) ) DNA F
B BRI 29 MRSFIRAE R A R B, X
SoF R Bz i 32 A6 3 R ) F 8
(Intervening sequence , fAiFK IVS) f&FF, HFZ2H K
AN PBR ] AR — B [a] P, ik PR 2H A5 ) o B
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H AT DU S %) DXl (e e ) | e S AR 19 L
MAER T A B P, S ECEH H h E Y
F1)( Repeat ) WA, A, GRAMIEXNEREF
FIALFR IR T HAT ANt E R T RE

AR e TF 2 I SCR A Ll 55 AR SR 1Y
PacBio Wi ARTE [E PR b 0O B kAT A K e s 2
WO 2 R R B, FE R A AR £ 5 A R
SRS 4561781 MREE R L R 4 Fof S 357 471
(Junk DNA ) #BJ&HE 519, JE PR 21 n] #5 5% X 38l T %%
AR PR ARBR ARG T VPR A L
Wi TR R s A LRI KA ( HASH ) % 5%
N R BT — LU AT AR BT, DA S R X ] 1Y
S SR SR (Antisense transcripts ) B H] h—A~J7 [1)
sk o FETF A XNAAAN 5y L 25 30 o P20 e 00 e AR
BRI, K rid 25N AR TC I RE R R FE R e+
20 P g 0 i e e R SR Gk, O AR WT RE A DI RE
o DISCERFIE LA BFFEIESS Tt PacBio 4214
e S AN Py TT LARAS S8 A AR e S (AR A
JEOREE SRR A BT T RNA MARIRA 5 5% i T3 A%
ALK e 8 45 7 TR AL 2 A TR — S S g A
RNA ( Non-coding RNAs) TJRE i i A 1 FE™ W
% PacBio 4155 S A0 0 7 5 T A N 4%, eI PiN
2F e 559 2 10 ( PacBio HA4r TN FHETRE) o

4 T R

S PSR A R, s A
B T ARE AR > T AW SR 5 % OO AR
e I C A B rh SRR T X RGE AT
b, XL T A WE R TSN A . B s A
PR TS N AL T — 280012 T Y BAE o
2R, UL B DI HE G U IR A |
RS 3 A 5 A S RS A RO LA 2 1 A
YER] TEARFEIFP AL R G, — SE LA AR ] 5 R
FRAL, i {5 R R S PR AT SR I, AN OO AR 5
R T HLRE S K I — S8 R U S M BT AR
TRARIBERE . 5 =8 A5 B r AR R 7 1],
PN IASE | A 0l 2 rmn e B8 4 & . NgAgo-gDNA
RGN A5 BT i R e
T AR S0 A= a8 A 8 o3 B, A B R al LA
248

5 LA EEARR

U, WA — 28« L K X NegAgo-gDNA RGN
JEAA PR s, G v — A T A TR A a2 9 R

H= ¥ Bl 2 4y 7] ( Caribou Biosciences ) Y & £ ( WO
2014/189628 Al) ,'EfR¥" T —#F DNA 5§71 AGO
M 25, I LRIy R 7 HA — & 7 — %
(identity) (IR BT A, w01 T F) R4S B AR 4R
FURZ LY R, ST A MM HE AR ),
FE S — AT LS FH B4 356 R 4 i e 2R 4 O R ) 1 S 2
BBE, LAE QSR B B TAEAE EAGIRE 1) AGO il
(REPIFE S s ) MOARJ& IR A 1 AR, Bl H, JE
27T B AR, V5 I BN 8 P 8, AR T
ZIAT e, 5 — S F RS X B0 B AR
FAFAER TR o (FE B S PV N T
WIASIR]) 0 e 91 B AR 2 55 3l 7 AR R L B 1Y
T BMELLY AFAN =L, 0 FLIX se 4 AL G T K
BIPANZTT Y R 58 (B 4n 51 9y vl fig>k A NCBI
BAEEE) . W22l R B SR A0y 45
RWAL RIS BRI T, S Bdnr L
W L3 505 B (a0 & B — & A8 T4 ) A
LRURA WA — AR R LS 28] B
LA T —4 AGO A JFHE R A E A
ADIRE A, v LU TR FE A g d5 , (HAREIE AGO
FUEM R AR 1SR A ARl 8 BT )7 41 250 1
N, BME RSN T IX SR B L BT 91, S8R T LAy
BRE A —PE B RO, 43X A {8 40
i A PR AERT LA S % ) 90% A] 57 X T —>
EHARSF IO EE A 5T, 90% 1) [R—HE , il RE B HESh
PP TTHEMHES Y, D AR —A
HA A G AT RR IR TC IR S bR A 9 (I 2K 65 C
ARETAE) , 53 b — D NBULA S5 A28 37T D S BR
I (0 an ml LR T TAE) , TR — T gE PR R
99% , WAREE— A N LRI T B AE T 5 AW
AR %, NegAgo BERIFHIR A NCBL, H TAEZ&AF
37 CERRIEHERFHH NS RKIN , LR T L
B Lk 37 CohhG—E LN TAER AGO 47
oty TS oDNA —i TAEM AGO 47 ME—
RELR P B 2 S 90 B PR T AR B A AR s A DGR
(HEI IR A i s iR AR ) o LRI LRI 1 2 B
PRI, ANTEME & RIS RS, 158 A ok 2218
WM 2SR R M, ERHE R C 4 7w,
FENZEIRFE PG R, B B S E LR, X TRy
Wi A DR AR B R RIS oA L il
LR AT AL E R 2R R85, I 3k ok,
KREHFET Ik, Wt BE R T, SRR E
A KFABE LA ST S5 AR O H AR T T,
FAN BRIER N TR T LI AR ZEW, 28— AR
EHIRZREAANKIARVG A 0] AR 219 2 PR oR
R RE R B e B R Y5 IS B R IT &
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Ao BLH, LR NHEFE RS 71K K, CRISPR-Cas9
1) & EIEAE T KM 714828 CRISPR-Cas9 L7,
A4 T HABN & BB R R 4 g i R AL 2
W AR SOV SO0 T 3R [ 2 9 3k 3 [ B — i
FEARRIL I 08 3 HF B BRI IR AR kR
YIS SCAS G L) bk 5 ik [ R = AR R
21 EZ o8

S BIATRE 2 N 45 A7 3 0 X X 30 TA A 1EIS
EE4E , FEA N P T3 EROE A
S HAEE R KA XIS A B R B 4
TRIGE Wity KR FEHEAN BN Bk %
WAoo AR SO ik BB R R T
s A B H 2l RN PR Lk
TR RO BL B KRR X TS
PR 22T TR AARME AT
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